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Summary: This is a story in w hich a young child experiences the colors and textures of fall.  A n 
extensive list of nature activities to do in the fall is included.  The illustrations are 
beautiful three-dim ensional cut paper. 

  

Suggested ages:  4-6, 7-10 
  

Tips for Reading: � U se your voice to express the w onder and excitem ent the child is feeling:  It’s fall! 
W hee! 

� G ive the children tim e to m atch text w ith the illustrations:  burrow ing frogs, 
tunneling earthw orm s, for exam ple. 

� Em phasize w ith your voice the action of verbs like sw ish, w hoosh, and crackle. 
  

STO RYTIME  
  

Q uestions  
before reading: 
 

 
� W hat’s the w eather like outside today? 

� W hat do you know  about our four seasons? 
  

To Introduce 
this story say:  
 

Each season in Minnesota is different.  H ere’s a story that w ill show  us w hat fall is like 
for one child. 

  

Q uestions  
A fter Reading: 

 
� W hat do you know  now  about fall that you didn’t know  before? 

� H ow  is fall different from  spring? from  w inter? from  sum m er? 

� W hat do you like best about fall? 
  
 continued on page two 
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RELA TED  A C TIV ITIES  
  

A rt: � Study Susan Sw an’s illustrations.  Make cut paper pictures of today’s w eather. 

� D o som e of the author’s suggested nature activities, such as m aking a seed m osaic or 
leaf rubbings. 

  
  

D ramatization: � Pantom im e the actions of the child in the story: crackle through leaves, jum p in leaf 
piles, look up at the geese and dow n at the burrow ing earthw orm s, put on jackets, etc. 

  

Language: � Talk about autum n as another nam e for fall.  Talk about the action verbs in the story 
and how  they describe fall activities.  Make a list of action verbs that describe w hat 
you can do in other seasons.  

  

Science: � D o som e of the author’s suggested nature activities, such as collecting leaves or 
w ildflow ers, m aking a leaf com post pile, etc. 

  

W riting: � W rite a story to describe your ow n w alk on a fall day. 
  

Suggestions for English 
Language Learners: 

 
� Talk about action verbs from  the story, such as sw ish, crackle, w hoosh and w hirl.  

Talk about their m eanings and about how  these m eanings are expressed in other 
languages. 

� Talk about seasons in the children’s hom e countries.  
  

Related Books: 
 

� It’s Spring! by Linda G laser, illustrated by Susan Sw an (Millbrook, 2002)  A lso: It’s 
W inter!, It’s Sum m er! 

� O ctober Sm iled Back by Lisa W estberg Peters, illustrated by Ed Young (H enry H olt, 
1996) 

� Autum n: An Alphabet Acrostic by Steven Schnur, illustrated by Leslie Evans (C larion, 
1997) 

� M oon G low ing by Elizabeth Partridge, illustrated by Joan Paley (D utton, 2002) 

� In N ovem ber by C ynthia Rylant, illustrated by Jill Kastner (H arcourt, 2000) 

� W hy D o Leaves Change Color? by Betsy Maestro, illustrated by Loretta K rupinski 
(H arperC ollins, 1994) 

� H arvest H om e by Jane Yolen, illustrated by G reg Shed (Silver W histle, 2002) 

� Autum n H arvest by A lvin Tresselt, illustrated by Roger D uvoisin (Lothrop, Lee &  
Shepard, 1951) 

� Autum n by Ruth Thom son (C hildrens Press, 1994)  

� Fall by Ron H irschi, illustrated by Thom as D . Mangelsen (C obblehill, 1991) 
Key W ords:  

 


